TICKETS FOR CANBERRA TEST AT LESS THAN $20 FOR CHILDREN

Australian Rugby Union has announced an affordable range of ticket prices for fans wanting to attend the Qantas Wallabies’ long-awaited Test return to Canberra on June 13.

The Wallabies kick off their 2009 Test campaign against Italy at Canberra Stadium in a rematch of the Padova nailbiter that had the Australians needing a late try to secure their opening victory of the European Spring Tour last November.

The match will be played a week after the Bundaberg Rum Rugby Series opens with a tour match between the Qantas Wallabies and the Barbarians in Sydney.

Tickets for the BRRS Test against Italy –the first to be played in Canberra since 2000 – will start at $17.50 for children.

Four-ticket family packages will be available from just $70.

The best seats in the house – in the platinum category – have been set at $69 while gold category tickets cost $59 and silver category will be available at $45 for adults, $22.50 for children and $90 for a family of four*.

When the Wallabies were last in Canberra for a Test nine years ago, they defeated the Argentine Pumas 32-25, with Joe Roff, Stirling Mortlock and Chris Latham scoring the three Australian tries.

Mortlock, now the Qantas Wallabies skipper, also kicked 5 penalty goals and a conversion.

The crowd was 15,002 and 1999 World Cup winning captain John Eales was named man of the match.

“We would like to think nine years later we will fill Canberra Stadium,” said ARU Managing Director and CEO John O’Neill.

“There is no doubt the time is right to take a Test back to the nation’s capital.

“Canberra has had a major presence in Australian Rugby since the advent of professionalism.

“The Brumbies have been the most successful of our Super Rugby franchises and, with two titles, remain the only Australian team to have carried off the most coveted provincial championship in the game.

“Coming back to Canberra after such a long time will certainly provide the majority of our players, and new coach Robbie Deans, with a new experience at the international level.

“I trust the people of Canberra will also embrace the return of the Qantas Wallabies.

“There is no doubt Italy will be a challenge. They showed in Padova that they cannot be under-estimated in any way.”

Tickets for the Canberra Test go on sale to the general public through Ticketek from 9am on Tuesday, May 12.

Attached is a full rundown of ticket prices and on sale dates for the Qantas Wallabies’ seven Bundaberg Rum Rugby Series matches against the Barbarians (Sydney), Italy (Canberra and Melbourne), France (Sydney), New Zealand (Sydney) and South Africa (Perth and Brisbane).
* A family of four means two adults and two children or one adult and two children, with a child considered to be 16 years or under.
