Canberra Stadium scores Socceroos encounter

Released 20/01/2009
Chief Minister Jon Stanhope and the Chief Commercial Officer of Football Federation Australia, Mr John O'Sullivan jointly announced today that the Socceroos will play their first qualifying match in the Asian Football Championship in Canberra. 

Mr Stanhope said the match, against Kuwait on Thursday 5 March, will be a highlight of Canberra's sporting calendar in 2009 and an opportunity for Canberra to demonstrate its growing support for the international game. 

"Since the Socceroos' outstanding performance at the 2006 Football World Cup, the team has captured the imagination of Australia's sporting community and many Canberrans," Mr Stanhope said. "We're delighted that Canberra has been chosen for this exciting match and we look forward to working with FFA to make this event a success. 

"FFA is serious about hosting the Football World Cup in 2018 and we are equally serious about ensuring Canberra Stadium is selected as one of the host venues. This match is our opportunity to showcase Canberra Stadium as a suitable venue and demonstrate Canberra's support for international matches. We hope to attract a crowd in excess of 20,000 for the match. 

"Along with providing world-class sporting entertainment, this match will have a substantial impact on the local economy. A significant share of the crowd will come from Sydney and our surrounding regions and that's good news for our local restaurants, bars, clubs, hotels and other local businesses that will benefit from the increased visitation." 

Mr Stanhope says the match will also boost interest in football in Canberra. 

"Last weekend our women's team (Canberra United) did us all proud with its outstanding performance in the final of the first W League competition," Mr Stanhope said. "Our bid for an A League team will continue to be taken seriously while the number of people playing football at all ages and levels continues to grow. Along with the Matildas' (Australia's Women football team) match against Italy on Saturday 7 February, the Socceroos match will help us to build Canberra's involvement with this world game," Mr Stanhope said. 

Tickets will be available from Ticketek soon. 

